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he mountainous areas of Chiayi County enjoys tea-growing conditions that are close to ideal.

The region is about 50 kilometers from the Tropic of Cancer and enveloped year-round in a

cooling mist, keeping temperatures perfect for tea tree cultivation. The main tea-growing areas
of Alishan are in the townships of Panlu, Jhuci, Meishan, and Alishan, all situated at elevations above
1,000 meters. Total annual production is 1,475 metric tons, the bulk of it oolong and jinsyuan. Through
a combination of excellent growing conditions and cultivation skill, the plantations of Alishan produce
some of the world’s finest teas. Hand picking and expert local roasting techniques further help to ensure
brews as pleasing to the eye as they are to the palate.

The rustic tea plantations of Alishan National Scenic Area in eastern Chiayi County are a sight to
behold. Fields of green stretched in row after row, nurtured on the pure air and the cool mid-elevation
climate of this mountainous land of tea. Visitors will also discover a local culture deeply rooted in tea,
from tea-making industries to teashops, and even restaurants serving up tea cuisine. All of these
attractions have made Alishan’s tea-growing region a popular tourist destination.
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lishan’s northern tea

country begins at Taiping,

which can be reached
along the winding route of
County Highway 162A from
Meishan. Tea growing and scenic
area accessible from Taiping
include Taising, Longyan, Bihu,
Rueili, Rueifong and Taihe.

Taiping

This portal village to the northern
tea regions of Alishan is reached at
the last of the 36 bends on County
Highway 162A. From its perch over
1,000 meters above sea level, this area
enjoys the perfect conditions for
growing the highest quality tea, and
the local leaves are indeed considered
champions among the Alishan teas.
Visitors to Taiping can sample the
local teas at picturesque teahouses
and also learn the traditional art of
tea drinking. You can explore the
plantations along a trail embarking
from the 32nd highway bend to San-
yuan Temple. The trail also branches
onto a more vigorous two-kilometer
walk continuing on to Erjianshan.
Those who make the effort are
rewarded with a spectacular view of
the Jianan Plain.

Taising

Taising, located midway between
Taiping and Rueili, is a local pioneer
in the branding and marketing of tea.

The jinsyuan variety here is sold under
the name of "Yusin Jinsyuan." Any

(Z)AFZEE (left) Taihe
(%) HIEIRZE  (right) Rueifong

itinerary to Taising should begin with
a visit to the Taisingyan Buddhist
temple. Behind the temple are old
cherry and plum trees and the Shengm
-aoshu River. You can also enjoy the
local scenery along the various trails
in the area as well as at Liyuanliao
Train Station.

Longyan and Bihu

Tea production in Longyan dates
back to 1975 with the cultivation of
the now highly acclaimed Meishan
Tea, a variety of cingsing oolong (
oriental beauty). By the 1980s Meishan
Tea had become synonymous with
Alishan mountain tea. Visitors to this
area can also enjoy the cloud form-
ations and uplifting mountain views
from the high vantages of Dajianshan
and Erjianshan.

The Bifong Scenic Pavilion in Bihu
offers a spectacular sight of the Jianan
Plain as well as an excellent vantage
to enjoy the sunrise, sunset, cloud
formations, forests and tea plantations.
The local tea, Bihu Jhushou, is as
pleasing a brew as you will ever find.

Rueili is the first Chinese settlement
in the Alishan area, and today it is well
known for its award-winning longjhu
(dragon pearl) tea. Must-see sites here
include the Yuntan Waterfall, Yanzih
(Swallow) Cliff, Bat Grotto, Yejiang-
hua River, Green Tunnel (a tree-lined
trail), and the Rueitai Historic Trail.
Summer brings the additional joys of
the white ginger lily blooms and
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fairytale sight of fireflies waving their
small lanterns in the cool night air.

Rueifong

Rueifong is situated at the center
point among Caoling, Rueili and
Meishan at an elevation between 450
and 1,300 meters. There are over a
dozen waterfalls here, many of which
can be enjoyed along the Jhukeng
River Trail. Visitors are also sure to
fall in love with the sweet fragrant
teas available at several teashops and
teahouses in the village.

Taihe

Home to the sacred Zou mountains
of Big Tashan and Little Tashan, Taihe
is known for its several tea varieties,
including Tashan Tea, Cingsin Tea,
and Jhangshuhu Sianye Tea. Visitors
arriving between late January to mid-
March can enjoy the snow-like ex-
panses of white plum blossoms. You
can also explore the area’s beautifully
striated rocks along the appropriately
named Huashih (Floral Rock) Trail. 2

ARE—FS Taisingyan
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Northern Tea Quest Tourl

Tour Route: Taiping- Taising- Longyan-> Bihu

Taiping, Taising, Longyan and Bihu Situated along County
Highway 162A, the rustic village of Taiping announces one's
arrival to Alishan's tea country. There are several outdoor
teahouses where you can enjoy the local teas along with the
village's timeless tranquility and verdant green fields. Other
attractions include Taisingyan Temple, Maoshengshu River,
Erjianshan, Dajianshan and the breathtaking views from
Bifongshan Scenic Pavilion.

Suggested Itinerary

Visitors should arrange at least two days to amply experience the
northern tea growing region of Alishan. There are several inns and
hotels in the villages, as well as numerous restaurants and food
stalls to enjoy the local cuisine. Travel arrangements can be made
in advance through the local community development associations.

Northern Tea Tasting Tour2

Tour Route: Rueili= Rucifong—= Taihe

Visitors arriving along Chiayi Township Road 122 arrive first at
Rueili, a village announced by the fragrance of the white ginger
lilies that grow in abundance here. Rueili is nestled in a dream-like
landscape of bamboo groves, valleys, and thundering waterfalls, as
well as secluded trails, green tea plantations and fireflies. For fine
tea and nature, this is one place you don't want to miss.

Suggested Itinerary

Visitors should arrange at least two days to amply experience the
northern tea growing region of Alishan. There are several inns and
hotels in the villages, as well as numerous restaurants and food
stalls to enjoy the local cuisine. Travel arrangements can be made
in advance through the local community development associations.
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Star Home Resort
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tar Home in Rueili is a much-

frequented and beloved retreat

for such local notables as
painter Hsueh Ching-mao and Alishan
National Scenic Area Administration
director Jason Chung, who enjoys
coming here for afternoon tea. The
hotel is also a favorite spot for foreign
visitors to Chiayi City and others
looking to enjoy a bit of mountain
living.

Star Home is located in Jinshih at
the 15.5-kilometer point on County
Highway 122 as one heads from Rueili
to Jhuci. The hotel looks out over the
Jianan Plain, commanding a sweeping
view of the ared’s famous cloud form-
ations, sunset scenes and the twinkling
night lights of Chiayi city. This first-
rate view has made Star Home a must-
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see stop for visitors to the area.

Star Home was designed and built
by owner Liu Chia-bin, a long-term
Jinshih native who was inspired to the
project by the desire to create a place
for visiting friends to stay.

The inn is located on a three-hectare
site, a section of which has been left
for a coffee grove, lush green lawn,
brick path and Japanese-style garden
with dozens of different flowers that
bloom in brilliant colors throughout
the year.

There are eight rooms at the inn,
including European style four-
person rooms and two-story rooms
with a spacious sun balcony. The
room rates start at NTS$3,600,
including breakfast, with a 20%
discount on weekdays. O)
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