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Kuba Cultural Guide

The kuba (men’s meeting hall) is completely
built by hand using traditional materials. It is the
center of Tsou culture and education. It is also
the venue for the Mayasvi (Warring Ceremony).
In front of the kuba is a sacredFicus tree. In
traditional Tsou beliefs, the god of war would
follow this tree and the sounds of their voices
in song to reach the community. An in-depth
guided tour of the community provides an

overview of the Tsou culture.
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One-Day Coftee Tour

Travel along County Road 169 and turn left at the
39.5-kilometer marker. There is a hidden quake lake
referred to as Qicai Liuli Lake (Seven Color Glass
Lake). This is because as the sun comes up, a
rainbow is reflected. The Liuli Lake Leisure Farm
was founded by Zhuang Jia-Rong, who has spent
years developing. It includes maple, cherry and
peach trees. Natural farming methods are used.In
the summer, children can play in the pool. There are
two trails that loop around the lake for people to
experience the rainbow effect and forest scenery.Mr.
and Mrs. Zhuang have dedicated themselves to their
coffee plantation. They offer a coffee tour for people
to experience harvesting, roasting and brewing of
coffee.
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TapanguCommunity Development Association,
Alishan Township, Chiayi County
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Bird Worship Trail

Bird Worship Trail is a loop trailbuilt along the
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border of Tapangu. It was once an important
hunting trail and a path for reaching the fields to

harvest crops. Along the way is abundant wildlife.

The gray-cheeked fulvetta can often be seen circling
above. According to Tsou legend, before males set
out on a huntor into battle, they would listen for the
first bird call. If the call was short and urgent, it
meant bad luck, and they would stay home. This
trail was named for this tradition. It is located at an
elevation of 1,100 meters and surrounded on both
sides by forest and lush vegetation. This trail is

suited to the entire family and takes about 60

minutes to complete. Also visit the kuba_gf
and ritual house.
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hosa Mini-Tour

Tapangu is the largest Tsou community in Alis-
han and is one of two hosas (meaning original
communities from which other communities
branched off). It has a history of more than 300
years. In addition to experiencing Tsou culture,
visit the Dadean and Isikiana ecological parks to
explore riverside trails and waterfalls. There are

cliffs, giant trees, birds and other wildlife.
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Tsou Nature and Culture Center

The exhibitions of the Tsou Nature and Culture
Centerpresent the history and artifacts of the
Tsou people. This center includes an informa-
tion desk, exhibition galleries, interactive
games area, authentic artifacts and sculptures.
Visitors can use this center as a starting point to
learn about the Tsou tribe. The nearby Japanese
occupation era (1895-1945) police officer’s
dormitory retains its original elegance. It was
the only guesthouse in an indigenous community
in Taiwan for high-ranking Japanese officials
carrying out inspections. After World War I1, it
served as the official residence of the township
mayor. Several years ago, it underwent renovation.
Visitors should not miss out on this historical
landmark.
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Only adult males are allowed to enter the kuba, or
men’s meeting hall. This is where important
ceremonies are held. It is also a place for teaching
skills and history and for making major decisions. In
the center is a hearth in which a fire must burn
year-round, as it represents the continuation of life
of the Tsou people.
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Tapangu Restaurant
and Crafts Shop

The owner of this restaurant is Alishan’s
youngest community development association
head who returned to the community after
spending time in northern Taiwan learning
culinary arts. The owner’s mother also helps to run
this restaurant, which serves creative indigenous
cuisine made using local ingredients. With the
use of sauces and seasonings, the natural
ingredients explode with flavor.
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National Freeway 3 : Exit at the Zhongpu Interchange —
Alishan Highway 18 (turn right atShizhuo, at about the 63.3-
kilometer marker,onto County Road 169) —Leye —Tapangu
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Northbound National Freeway 1 :

National Freeway 1 — Chiayi System Interchange
(Lucao/Shuishang) — Expressway 82 East-West
Expressway heading east — National Freeway 3 —
Zhongpu Interchange — Alishan Highway 18 (turn right
at Shizhuo, at about the 63.3-kilometer marker, onto
County Road 169) —Leye —Tapangu
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Southbound National Freeway 1 :

National Freeway 1 — Yunlin System Interchange
(Gukeng exit) —Provincial Highway 78 Gukeng System
Interchange (National Freeway 3 exit) — National
Freeway 3 (Zhongpu Interchange) —Alishan Highway
18 (turn right at Shizhuo, at about the 63.3-kilometer
marker,onto County Road 169) —Leye —Tapangu
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