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tfuya

Tfuya is one of two hosas (meaning original communities
from which other communities branched off). It is also one
of the oldest Tsou communities. Between Tapangu and
Tfuya is the Isikiana River. Tfuya is located at between 900
and 1400 meters in elevation. Many of this community’s
residents are farmers. They mainlygrowjelly figs, coffee,
tea, bamboo shoots and high-mountain vegetables. Entering
this simple and quiet community, admire the historic and
beautiful Catholic Church and the exteriors of the ancestral
spirit worship houses of each of the clans. The kuba (men’s
meeting hall) is central to the community. The best way to
experience the culture of this community, surrounded by

towering mountains, is to walk along its meandering lanes.
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kuba

Only adult males of the Tfuya Community are allowed to
enter the kuba.This is where important ceremonies are held.
It is also a place for teaching skills and history and for
making major decisions. In the center is a hearth in which a

fire must burn year-round, as it represents the continuation of

life of the Tsou people. Among the Tsou, this is considered a
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Tefuye Corridor Cafe
The residents of Tfuya always seem to be busy farming and
there is an abundance of produce available from seasonal
high-mountain vegetables to bamboo shoots, jelly figs and
coffee beans. If would liketo sample a cup of Tfuya coffee,
visit Tfuya Corridor Cafe. Local peoplegather here and this

is the community’s information exchange center. . —
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tfu’ya Coffee

Tfu’ya’s Arabica coffee trees have mostly been plantedat
between 950 and 1300 meters in elevation. The harvest
season is between November and May, depending on the
weather and terrain. Coffee beans ripen more slowly at
higher elevations. After picking the coffee beans by hand,

they undergo wet, honey and dry processes.
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Tai Na Farm

In this farmhouse lives an extended familyfrom Tfuya. They
all work hard to growashitaba, jelly figs, coffee, millet,
mushrooms, fruits and vegetables. They also raise bees for
honey, as well as chickens, goats and aquatic animals. They
are working tobuild up their own brand andprovide people
with healthy and tasty food.

Visitors can learn about nature from the owner Yapasuyonh
who is an avid photographer and taste Tsou cuisine made
from ingredients grown on his farm (advance reservations

required). Here, slow down and take deep breaths.
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Tefuye Wall of Cultural Murals

The concepts of the murals were developed by artist Akibo
Lee and the community chieftain, elders and residents. The
children of the community were told stories by the elders.
The children then drew pictures, the elements of which were
incorporated into the artist’s depictions. Nearly a year of
discussions back and forth was required to complete the
works. This wall measures around 40 meters in length. It
possesses murals related to the legends of the Tsou and
Mayasvi (Warring Ceremony). Located near the kuba it
serves to enhance and pass

on cultural symbols

and meaning.
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National Freeway 3: Exit at the Zhongpu Interchange —

Alishan Highway 18 (turn right at Shizhuo, at about the 63.3
kilometer marker, onto County Road 169) —Leye —Tfuya
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Northbound National Freeway 1:National Freeway 1 —
Chiayi System Interchange (Lucao/Shuishang) —
Expressway 82 East-West Expressway heading east —
National Freeway 3 — Zhongpu Interchange —Alishan

Highway 18 (turn right at Shizhuo, at about the 63.3-
kilometer marker, onto County Road 169) —Leye —Tfuya
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Southbound National Freeway 1: National Freeway 1 —
Yunlin System Interchange (Gukeng exit)—Provincial
Highway 78 Gukeng System Interchange (National
Freeway 3 exit) — National Freeway 3 (Zhongpu

Interchange) —Alishan Highway 18 (turn right at
Shizhuo,at about the 63.3-kilometer marker,onto County

Road 169) —Leye —Tfuya
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