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Spring begins with the first piece of cheery flower petal.
When the wintry weather has receded
and spring breezes spread the awaking message,
a palette of colors reoccupy the land
with flourishing flowers everywhere along mountain paths
and cheering cheerful birds showing off ingenious brilliant
feathered costumes on tree tips.

The ioy of rebitth s sufusing tha mountain woods. cutePDEa
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PIEELLI/JWNEE Alishan Forest Train

HFETHE o BIYFATE LR —5FT 0 B JEF 2 ,7%  When the curtain rises on spring the falling of cherry-blossom

R o K B t E R, 0 RS K% petals bring Alishan its last snowstorm, carpeting the whole

ANFEE o B A A A e % 0 Kk R s e R area in pink. The shiny red locomotive pulls travelers into

W MR L b2 B A B R kiR o the season of spring; the railroad is covered with tender pink
petals, which the train crushes as it rattles through.

EEZE  Prunus Campanulata Maxim 5§81 Azumanishiki

JAA =

MEZRAFTaHEwWA B AETELSFE » B#EAEIHEE  From mid-March through April the cherry blossoms take over Alishan, their petals
BEBE K BAT O ERZIZEERE o T8 248 /0 R4 blowing in impressionistic sweeps on the wind. Landing in the palm, they impart
kT — Giir o TEMGERE SSRGS feelings of warmth. The blossoms clothe themselves in tender red, the petals
S 0l o AR PG B E TR T wTappin.g coquettishly and groups 9f blossoms contending in beauty. A gust of
S Ty T wind brings down the blossoms, paving lovely pathways of flowers.
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TSI ATIER S 0 B — H 44L& 0 8B /A ™ The strong thick branches of the Yoshino cherry tree support a low awning of
TR B ZREYG AT RHEENLH > TFE  blossoms. People move to the rhythm of the rainy season to drink in the nectar of
¥EWMIEE M BB Y AL W EREX ALK this flowery banquet. Buds open in concert in the brilliant light of the dawning sun;

when the drizzles come the blossoms drop like rain, and in the fullness of the rainy
season the Yoshino cherries divest themselves of their last floral vestments.

W RRESE  THBLERERBE-ELR -

NI EESBRE  Alpinia speciosa

A E R F R AE — M BRI B
ZMAE e g —ERERAERBE N NRE %
MEERFH LR - RET —de - —EMBEBLZY
FERRBTHA L THHEATLERMI ) S
Mo 2 A By —3E R RATHRE o

The stalk of the orchid holds a tender leaf as the bright purple
petals wave in the breeze. Embellished with orange-dotted
stamens, the orchids are like little lamps amidst the foliage,
shooting rays of light into the spring.

PO EE AR MIE4ETES - 25871 Yoshino Cherry, Alishan Forest Recreation Area

BiE—ZER Taiwan Pleione
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ZACBESHTF O OBRBEELTARNA
B B AT HFFEA  BALE L
WEAF AL IR - LR T 0 ML E
o RO B A AR ARl o HRICUAST
WK T Ly 64 e S A AFAR PR

When March comes the winter loosens its

grip and cherry blossoms climb onto the

shoulders of spring; while Mt. Ta is still

wrapped in the mists of winter, the cherries

are becoming richly pink. The blossoms

spread their faint aroma on the seas of clouds

and the winds. When the florid blossoms

flame forth in full brilliance, the chill of - =
spring thaws rapidly at Alishan.
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FIEELL+ATI%5 Ten contributions of Alishan

BT ALk o B A RN R G B M 0 SR
BERTFARBIE  FERERRARKS
FURAE R Moy Rk - A b B EAA
AT

The Alishan mahonia thrives in bare sunny alpine areas
around 2,000 meters high, their purple berries forming
ideal hems for the green pinnately compound leaves.
The Chinese name means "10 big merits" for the
mahonia's supposed 10 uses in Chinese medicine.

TE ARG IT R E A & 4
K KGR R Y kLG
HEY  EBAREBEIAT = =W
BAA T AL FRAE E R

Fog brushes moist the Alishan calla, their
bodies exceptionally large and their orange
pistils exceptionally brights. The pure-white
horn-shaped callas gather in twos and threes
to whisper along Alishan pathways before
the arrival of full summer.

BT Calla lily

T AAME TG 08 K B BRAG LR B AR B
F= 8 A & E L 0 EAFAT E =
F S AR 6916 5 o by 4o A8 HAE ) Sh
Tk B —BIFT e e 2L
RAATIE T X o

Peach blossoms resembling plum blos-
soms visit Alishan three months before
the arrival of the peaches, just in time for
the height of the flower season in March.
Pink petals spread outward like a pair
of curious ears, taking in the sounds of
Alishan's spring.

Hk{t. Peach Blossom
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IMEEFE Coffee plant flower

G 1F BUE B oS AL A B ek S G AT S 0 LB
BAETABREHMRIEAR  BEE R
T ZABFTE - R F5H— vk o

Absolutely white coffee blossoms are the forerunners
of coal-black coffee beans, their pollen mixing the faint
aroma of orange and jasmine that wafts over the red
beans. Visit Alishan in March and pluck a bouquet of
coffee fragrance.
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#SE Dueigaoyue

HEEHmZaiEdeys— K AWE » 8% 547 Dueigaoyue appears as cliff faces folded out of the sea of clouds.
W EE MK E LR L 0 e AR R R R In fact it split off from Yushan eons ago because of tectonic
B ERAL T o RN AT A E S AR,  movements, and still today its bare rock faces still gaze toward
M5 MRS R — AR A RE R T - AR R S the sacred mountain. Tourists watch from here to see the sunrise,

wondering when it will appear like a lamp between Yushan's

ERRFHEN S

peaks -- the same sun that last evening fell behind Dueigaoyue.

FAREREE R TR BB E o IR
WEBAEFR TS - AXEBRTSE E E—
TIT R E R FRAFRRE - MR
T B 5 T REERREE S AERHRSNF
eBFEKR -

Expanses of tea plants are swept moist by the mountain
wind that washes in waves over the observation
platform. Steep a pot of Alishan tea on the observation
platform and an elegant aroma fills the air as of old as
the sound of boiling bubbles rises from the bottom of

the pot and the tea turns green like drops of dew.
#i& Scenic observation deck at a tea garden, Bihu (Green Lake)
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Bl Suy b B R T 2 ) K5 AR The Formosan Blue Magpie, the Queen of Birds, makes its appearance
2 P 6L Sk EE N > Y5 4 ¥ 5 =i in the low altitude wooden valleys of Alishan. With feathered wings in
GGG WA ST AME Y 548G hues that are bright and vivid and an elegant tail as long and pretty as
a wedding dress's, it stands among green bushes radiating enchanting
beauty and chirping in a seemingly demanding attitude, making this part
of Alishan its the exclusive stage location for performance.

FRAEABRZHEER  AMELEER B
ERELE

RBERBB L TR LGS > IRERFIEE 2 The Collared Bush Robin is commonly called the Alishan Robin because
S BEHMRBF L SHKRLE P ZE KA. it was first spotted in the Alishan. The Collared Bush Robin is among the
B o RN RHHE 0 RRAEE 0 BHKR birds of high-altitude mountains that are close to humans. They frequent
GBE % — R 5 B KT © FRIE WA TR R rc;ad parapet(si, tre? flstunllps,.or thedblott(l)(r.n layerh of v&;(?ods,l W'earing a piece

. T of orange-red muffler, leaping and looking right at directly into your eyes
B b AR R like a lovely young child.

= o 4

GEEES Formosan Blue Magpie
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EEHEWS () Swinhoe's Pheasant(MaIe)

WMBHEEHE > ARG YR-HEETEBERE IMAEETY
B HBLE R G UM IR OIS T
AT L E G R - BRI A M pRiE 2w iFR]) 0 R A
TRMEAEIEMEEREZ £ -

To meet Swinhoe's Pheasant, search for a composed and dignified blue hue in light
mist or under the sun behind dusk clouds. From a distance, its presence is an indistinct
orange-yellowish sunset glow. Is it particular about when to appear and disappear to
seize the best timing for unfolding its graceful beauty and its feathered-costume that
shimmers with colored glaze.

FAEE RGP0 0 W AT DR AR A
W RAbtn e — o UUEE o APRL o A AR
%o BPE R EHARA 0 RWnE BERE E
T HEVRAT A S IR N R B R e SRR
APAF BB TR -

The quiet, secretive, and staid wisdom of the Mikado
Pheasant, famed as the King of the Mist, has long
merged as one with the image of Tsou aboriginals as
one. Despite lacking the ability to fly well, its posture
still resembles a quick and fierce Tsou sharp shooter
of the Tsou tribe when it is foraging on paths in high-
altitude woods after rain or at dusk.

ZHEfE (%) Swinhoe's Pheasant (Female)

25 lllusory Paradise - Alishan
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BT AL BRAR AL 0 SRR R W A AR 8 E R

FUEEAR © R F 00 = E B - e BEAY Bk R b PRI AR RILM  hIRITEER A SR
CIREA; K BBRAFNMEBEES - &1 BB o B R R TR MR » FTE
FALBIAG TG B E BT R LA A 4G A B ey 6 KN R R T B R A -

e BT R RIE Gk AEa BE 2 o

) ) The butterfly flitters slowly and prettily among the
Alishan has a complex butterfly ecology, with plenty of blossoms, washing its feet of pollen in the water and

grass and pollen for food. The protected birdwing butterfly imparting a sweet fragrance to Alishan Stream.
appears and disappears mysteriously, while the common

windmill butterfly flocks in large groups.

Fen
#IE#D1% Delias pasithoe curasena

KHL4UENE Byasa polyeuctes PR Crows
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IRE - #1f1 Shinhu Waterfull of Yuantan Stream, Ruili

R A VAR 3% E R B EBEREAN L R4 AR M 0 For years Yuantan River at Rueili slept soundly amidst the

ML RA SRS RS EER bamboo groves, but with the development of the Alishan

ORI o MR B R R ke BB - 1B National Scenic Area the plunging waterfall and Yuantan
ZiS LS & I3

X
5 . nE 2 o g < 2 o o+  River with its stone cliffs, piled boulders, deep pools,
; % B - AR LRI R § RS - AT IS S A, and green water gradually efneroed from seclusipofl) The
- o ? =iy - 3 5 o , Sm E,;,“ ol 4 N <, e R d g .‘.c‘ g . o
i At 1 ; k L 7J(§ 7j\f’%i'1‘j.é ® ok /)27{‘;\ o ik waterfall hides in the lush forest, the water icy green and
oo & ; e i ] ; BT BT R I RRHZ the still pool contrasting with the plunging cataract.

g

e T

bR AR R AR b e ) AT AL
Mo BARK EAENE IR E B4 o B8
L E NN G LA 0 E 3
TS B 1% 09 48 o R ARIB BRI R M B
B LR H R R HL AR A e e 0 Bl AR
Fathy ol 4y -

Follow the boardwalk of the Mihu Trail through

the deep forest with diffused sunlight that is

filled with pure fresh mountain air. Enjoy the

luxury of having nothing to do, and allow your

senses to become overwhelmed with the soft

whisper of water as it passes down stream,

embrace the song from birds high above

; curiously watching, and take a deep cleansing

- e — - . 1 " breath from the rich oxygen emitting from the
lush green foliage.
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Rushing waters flow like the flight of a million snow-white birds
through forest streams constricted by mossy rocks, boulders standing
erect in orderly file in all the streams of Alishan. Solitary stone images
dance across the streams, and only the rushing water can dissolve away
those closely attached mosses and entice the boulders into a dialogue
that sends out sonorous eddies of sound.

REZ L TETARERA  SREEYE
EAR R E BRI FRIEF o ARRHAF AR
WAL R © B AINE T R @BE - R
HRETHE X ARBAMEEEH oY FL
7 E B AR o BEES iRy AR g

& 2 bE W

PO EE LLFRMIE4ETS - 257 Stream gully, Alishan Forest Recreation Area g - A£FEfE%M Shengmaoshu Falls, Ruifeng
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gty T
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Pl B RS G R  RIRORE TG B EiS
BHE AT R R AL gt —HE R
Fe g Ak 1 B IOIRIBR 0 LB B R ]

Lk — AR89 4 T

The cliffs of Mt. Jhuci hold seven waterfalls, clothed in
their own mists whose snowy whiteness yields softness
to the resolute gaze. Colors of light converge into eternal
rainbows, and the chill waters of the pools are the filtered
essence of forest-filtered seasons of rain. All are covered

- s by a divine name: Guanyin Waterfalls.
B 5% No. 2 Guanyin Waterfall, Wenfeng




FH%EZEE Tsou Tribe chieftain

BB FAAMRIE B ST 0 BB FAR—EIRR L 0 R B ARG
BH SR TEMAMMER > AR NREY  BTAER EE
WEE  BERRAMEG AL KIE o Bpisk ke > A B3] 3%
BRARATE ARG IR IE T £ 31 B A DB SRR A B 9Lk -

FEEZ A grand old man of Tsou Tribe

The honored hereditary position of chief has lost its real
power in the changes of modern society, but respect for the
position remains strong and the figure of the chief is still an
indispensable part of tribal ceremonies. Though they go to
war no more, the chief still leads his people in the singing of
victory songs.

SFHE R RAER-BREBANGL - O

Tty » SHAAERER - F xR ERL @ F
R4S 0 e BB AR &% Bk SUAL P9 iR A SR L30T -

Once perhaps chiefs or commanders or braves, elders have
been transformed now by time. But they are still objects of
sincere respect by the tribespeople; they are mirrors of the
past, reflecting the glories and memories of traditional Tsou
culture.

35 lllusory Paradise - Alishan
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AT R AABRTE ~ ARG RS o HAF
HILBHBFHBRKEY T —mFEIHYSEHR
MEEZLTFOFERABIS > S —HRBTZENE
AR BRFEP REREME W H B ARANAET
TR F B AR T oy T R -

The war dance cements the determination of the Tsou to protect
themselves, counter-clockwise dancing forming a wall of
unbreachable spirit. The arrangement of elders to children symbol-
izes a respect for age. The dance also serves as a sacred witness to
love, under the blessings of the gods, between braves and maidens.

e
4

845X Mayasvi (or war festival)

E$% Mayasvi (or war festival)

— A BB R AR ES O o R RE S The War Festival is the most solemn of Tsou celebrations.
B0 Bl BAYIRAT R BB T 242 0 SEIAPAC R BT &1 4 0 AP Sacred red fruit fig trees are cut into holy stairsteps that invite
WAL BAEE R L REHEEAGZ K c Z K=K the War God into the kuba. After three days and nights of
B RIR S BRI BRI B R KA festivities the songs of farewell to the spirits gradually die

L v 51 én a1 R e t in the pl by the kuba, leavi t 11 of spiritual
B AR LA EIT B TR BT E R gﬁot:;ﬁoipaza y the kuba, leaving a strong wall of spiritua



lllusory Paradise - Alishan 38 39 |lllusory Paradise - Alishan

Bk B AGEIRAY e A Au il o R EABE LRI IR —e 5 The Tsou brave is protected by the god of the hunt as he
& o B ke ERAA 0 FAEBABRMRBGIEY ; Ml moves effortlessly through the mountains, his eyes, sharp as
TR L RS RAR A M T o IRER R AR T T Ak eagles, sighting game in the dense foliage and his shoulders
WG E el R ABEE S TR MY 2 o providing the final place of sleep for wild boars.

ARILE OB - BRBREANR IR A 5 AR A
AL —EE o ARBRRA L mag ] =+
FEAF AT ARG N R E 3R E AU ) AL BRI AL
HoMEKRAEFHEB N AREE  —HMAERLK
B 5V HkESFE BMBIEEAN SRR -

3 g B ] - ¢ A . . . . . . .
e L W 2 i | \ ) The Tsou intensify their emotions at ceremonial times by

' drinking wine, but the respect for moderation is enshrined in

& Pl L1 i - - I .. a " - . .
J#3% 324t Hunting ground culture the first drink at coming of age. Only after the age of 30 may

a man ask his elders to drink millet wine through the night;
evening falls before the first cup is down, mixing in the
mind with memories of past deeds.

BUE Wine drinking



